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great need for facilitating equitable distribution of this very fragile resource, and provides areas of concern for future authors to investigate
and discuss, so as to help ensure humanity protects its most precious
natural resource for the years ahead.
This book appeals to an audience interested in either finding a
summary of the current studies concerning interstate water accords or
finding a starting place to focus further study. While the author explains much of the research and literature behind water accords, he
leaves many avenues for perspective researchers to explore. For anyone exploring or considering this area of study, this book is essential.
It provides a much-needed overview of the topic and provides a fantastic cross-reference of a variety of unconnected theories to interstate
water accords.
Dennis Woody
Chris Wood, Dry Spring: The Coming Water Crisis of North America,
Raincoast Books, Vancouver, B.C. (2008); 384 pp; $22.95; ISBN 155192-814-0, paperback.
Dy Spring is a comprehensive examination of current and future
environmental and geopolitical issues arising from the world's changing weather patterns and their effects on the distribution of water.
Chris Wood, a journalist and author by trade, combines interviews,
specific narratives and personal experiences from his travels to elucidate the various issues arising from water's use and distribution
throughout North America. Wood then extrapolates these stories and
examples to demonstrate climate change's global effect on fresh water.
Dy Spring opens by examining the gamut of environmental crises
and natural disasters caused by shifting weather patterns and the distribution of water. The first chapter opens with a narrative set in British Colombia's burgeoning Okanagan Valley. Wood uses the narrative
to demonstrate how population growth in a semi-arid climate with limited hydrologic resources, coupled with drought conditions, leads to a
tinderbox and rampant forest fires. This narrative segues into an examination of the increase in fires throughout the world's forests.
Wood examines historical data from each populated continent to
demonstrate climate change's direct influence on forest and wild land
fires. Chapter two's in-depth discussion of drought flows naturally from
the first chapter's examination of dry and burning forests. In this
chapter, Wood provides a thorough representation of the disastrous
compounding effect drought has on agriculture, business and the
world's population in general.
Following the discussion of fire and drought, Dry Spring delves into
the opposite end of the weather spectrum in its chapter 3 discussion of
what Wood labels, "The Curse of the Plenty." Wood cites several specific instances, such as hurricane Katrina, as examples of the intensify-
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ing weather throughout the continent and the world. Dry Spring takes
time to note the fact that even though there may be more water coming down at a specific instance, use capabilities and absorption ability
rarely coincide. The discussion of violent and wet weather leads well
into chapter 4's topic of the warming climate's effect on snow and ice.
In this chapter Wood takes time to demonstrate that disappearing
snow and ice equates to diminished fresh water storage capacity.
Again, Wood observes historical patterns to show that winters are generally becoming shorter while summers are getting longer. Throughout chapters three and four Wood notes the inherent problems with
the timing of the release of water and humankind's ability to put such
releases to use.
In chapter 5, Wood diverts from the discussion of changing
weather and its effects on the distribution of fresh water, and instead
takes an in-depth look at The Great Lakes and their many surrounding
controversies. Much like most of the other chapters, chapter 5 opens
with a crisp narrative; this one is set in the forests of Michigan. The
story of groundwater pumping in Michigan blends seamlessly into the
ongoing debate between Canadian Great Lakes provinces and their
counterparts in the United States over the use and protection of the
lakes. Wood notes the stark differences and surprising similarities on
each side of the border and amongst the several states and provinces.
Chapter 6 is a comprehensive historic and factual discussion of the
Colorado River system. This chapter focuses on the problems innate in
Herbert Hoover's Colorado River Compact. Wood thoroughly examines the history and future of the river, including the impact of its
many dams and diversions. The discussion includes varying examples
of the vast changes that have occurred to Northwest Mexico and the
American Southwest throughout the taming of the Colorado.
Chapter 7 continues the region specific theme of chapters 5 and 6,
this time focusing on the eastern slope of the Canadian Rockies in the
province of Alberta. This chapter introduces the reader to the numerous problems inherent in overuse of groundwater in arid landscapes.
Wood opens this chapter with a story of a large lake and its dramatic
decrease in volume. This story leads into a discussion of the oil sands
in northern Alberta and the vast amounts of water necessary to extricate their valuable crude. Wood closes the chapter with a detailed discussion of agriculture and its future in the province.
Wood expounds the theories and predictions of several climatologists, biologists and other scientists in chapter 8 of Dry Spring. This
chapter is not merely a recap of the first four chapters, but instead attempts to demonstrate the varied and unpredictable effects the changing climate will have in the future. The chapter's title, "Outlook 2030:
Wild and Wilder," illuminates its content. Wood notes the erratic
changes experienced recently are only a precursor of what is to come.
Wood states that it is increasingly difficult to predict the weather and
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its constant changes because human inputs to climate change have
such a delayed effect. Throughout the chapter, Wood is meticulous in
explaining the compounding effects of a warming climate.
In chapter 9, Wood examines the various methods and structures
humankind has implemented to divert and store water in order to provide urban, agricultural and industrial needs. The chapter recants the
historical uses of dams, reservoirs and diversions. In examining the
history of water projects, Wood notes the diminished utility of large
dams and reservoirs, as well as the need for alternative storage methods. In addition to marginal utility, Wood explains the various negative environmental impacts water diversion and storage structures have
exacted.
Chapter 10 of Dry Spring is much less doom and gloom in its examination of what governments, corporations, organizations and individuals have done and can do in the face of global climate change.
Throughout the chapter Wood examines environmentally friendly
ways to save, treat and use water. Wood closes the chapter noting that
more entities must enact such measures if they expect to handle the
unpredictable future of weather.
In the final chapter of Dry Spring, Wood takes a chance to speak directly to his fellow Canadians. He notes that many Canadians can ease
up on their extreme "aqua-nationalist" position, because it is highly
unlikely that the Americans will ever come storming with their guns to
steal Canada's water. Throughout this chapter, Wood takes a reasoned,
logic based approach and systematically debunks several of the canocentric arguments espoused in Maude Barlow's book Blue Gold. In a
well reasoned and compassionate statement, Wood notes that it is inappropriate to hoard water when your neighbor is dying of thirst.
The vivid narratives throughout Dry Spring put a human face on the
devastating impact of a lack or overabundance of fresh water. Woods'
consistent use of citations in the book bolsters many of his arguments
and thus his overall credibility. Overall, Dry Spring'sforceful imagery is
effective in conveying the urgency of global climate change. Though
in general Dry Spring is a warning of coming crisis, it provides a calm
centrist view on how such a crisis can be prepared for and minimized.
Tim Fiene
Roberta Ulrich, Empty Nets: Indians, Dams, and the Columbia River,
Oregon State University Press (2nd ed. 2007); 254 pp; $19.95;
ISBN 0-87071-469-4; soft cover.
Empty Nets: Indians, Dams, and the Columbia River provides a thorough history of the Columbia River Indians' struggle to maintain their
treaty-granted right to fish in the face of economic development, apathetic bureaucracies, and a sometimes hostile public. Roberta Ulrich,
a former reporter for United Press International and The Oregonian,

